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* accidentals hold through the bar and apply only to the octave in which they appear.

** dynamics for each part are based on the dynamic range of each individual instrument,

and do not reflect a level relative to the ensemble.

(Double Bass scordatura, tune low C one half-step lower to B)
The entire piece is played on String IV. The written part sounds one-octave
plus one half-step lower than the notated pitch
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Practice Instrumentation:

Piccolos 1 and 2
Oboes 1 and 2
Clarinet in Eb
Bass Clarinet
Bassoon
Contrabassoon

Horns 1 and 2
Trumpets 1 and 2
Trombones 1 and 2
Tuba

Timpani (see below)
Percussion 1 and 2 (see below)
Harp 1 and 2

Synthesizer (midi keyboard with computer)

Strings

CONCERNING STRING NOTATION IN PRACTICE

Molto Vibrato means extreme vibrato (pitch waivers)
Sul Ponticello means extreme Sul Ponticello (very close to the bridge)
Glissandi never involve re-attack and should be very smooth and even throughout (non-expressive)

" 23"
— (four timpani) 32" 28 25" M
L 5 e
Timp. 7 - ‘ #
T T T i i La
e P - # %
PERCUSSION 1 (three triangles provided by the composer)
(SO6 Triangle) (HMS6 Triangle) (SVS5 Triangle)
Perc. 1 | Jf
PERCUSSION 2 (three triangles provided by the composer) .
(SQ9 triangle) (HMS Triangle) (SV7 Triangle)
Perc.2 |Hf

CONCERNING DYNAMICS IN PRACTICE

All dynamic transitions (hairpins) are executed such that the target dynamic is reached more quickly than normal. A crescendo should begin slowly
and then rush to completion at the end, where as a decrescendo should diminish in level rapidly with a longer slow trail off at the end.

CONCERNING THE TRIANGLES IN PRACTICE

The instrumental parts were composed using resonant frequencies derived from six specific triangles owned by the composer.
In concert, these EXACT triangles are played by two percussionists. No substitute triangles can be allowed.

The music within each rehearsal letter corresponds and is governed by one of the six triangles.

The triangles are named and these names are etched onto the real instruments (SO9, SO6, HM8, HM6, SV7, SV5).

The conductor must insure that the percussionists play on the correct triangle for each rehearsal letter.

(If the specific triangles are not available for live performance, the composer can provide an augmented electronics version that includes the percussion parts in pre-recorded form).

CONCERNING THE ELECTRONICS

The electronic part is constructed from sample recordings and analyses of the six specific triangles. The electronic part is played from a single 5-octave midi/usb keyboard
connected to a computer that is running the special software provided (Max/MSP based). The software was designed at the Center for New Music and

Audio Technologies in the Department of Music at the University of California, Berkeley. The sofware was implemented primarily by Matthew Wright following the
composers specifications. Any performance of Practice must acknowledge the contribution of CNMAT and the work of Matthew Wright.

CONCERNING THE MIDI-KEYBOARD PART

At the beginning of each rehearsal letter, the keyboardist plays a single key in the upper two octaves. This serves to start the electronics for that section and to program the
lower three octaves specific to that portion of the piece. The remaining two octaves trigger events specific to the current rehearsal letter.

THE KEYBOARDIST CAN ONLY BEGIN REHEARSING ON THE DOWNBEAT OF A

REHEARSAL LETTER.

TO THE CONDUCTOR

The electronic part consists primarily of pre-programmed beat tracks which correspond to the given tempo for the piece. The overall tempo can be decided upon by the conductor,
and the electronics will conform. Once the tempo is set, it must remain consistent for the entire work.

To aid the conductor in maintaining the tempo from beginning to end, a special audio track is provided that is played in the hall along with the other electronics.

The synchronizing audio track is notated in the score. The Sync channel is played into a small stage monitor speaker close to the conductor's ear.

The Sync is designed to work with the other electronics and thus can be played facing the orchestra, but should be no louder than the conductor needs.

When rehearsing with the electronics, the conductor must be aware that the keyboardist can only enter with the electronics on the downbeat that begins each rehearsal letter.
CONCERNING THE ROAMING OF PERCUSSIONIST 1 AND 2

Percussionist 1 and 2 physically walk back and forth on either side of the orchestra while playing.

Percussion 1 should be placed hard stage left and Percussion 2 should be placed hard stage right.

The two players alternate playing at different rehearsal letters as indicated in the score.

As they play they walk from their station to the front of the stage and back.

The players should try to make one revolution for each rehearsal letter, but precision is not essential.

If the stage allows, the players can walk beyond the proscenium and move along the side aisles but should not descend too far into the audience.
When a new rehearsal letter arrives, a player begins to trill from their station in the orchestra.

The person who was trilling stops trilling and returns to his/her station to prepare for the next rehearsal letter.

CONCERNING THE DOUBLE BASSES

Double Bass scordatura: tune low C (extenstion required) one half-step lower to B.
The entire piece is played on String IV. The written part sounds one-octave plus one half-step lower than the notated pitch.
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